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 The Proclaimer   
 

 

Sunday Schedule 

9:00am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

11:30am Deeper 

2:00pm Brookdale Worship 

4:00pm 7th Ave Worship Meal 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Michelle McClendon 
Associate Pastor 

 
Robert & Annette Hudson 

Music Directors 
 

Rev. Gail Coulter 
Pastor Emerita 

 

 

 

 

 

O Lord, 

Calm us into a quietness 

that heals 

and listens, 

And mold our longings 

and passions, 

  our wounds 

and wonderings 

into a more holy shape. 
~ Ted Loder 

 

Come Holy Spirit. . . 
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From the desk of Michelle McClendon. . . 

35 years ago now I began serving in full-time pastoral ministry at Second 

Baptist Church, Lubbock, Texas. I hadn’t been there long when Senior Pastor 

Hardy Clemons introduced me to the ministry of Gordon and Mary Cosby at 

Church of the Savior in Washington, DC. The first book I picked up from that 

amazing constellation of ministries and ministers that comprised Church of 

the Savior was “Journey Inward, Journey Outward” by Elizabeth O’Connor. 

That book has shaped my life in significant ways through its call to live 

from the inside out, tend spirit and soul, put the mask on my own face first 

before reaching out to rescue others. For me, this inward/outward journey 

I encountered through Elizabeth O’Connor’s book has become the way 

to stay in pastoral ministry for the long haul—and really, the only way to 

live an awakened and centered life.  

 

Fast forward to 2012. About that time I was introduced to another ministry of 

Church of the Savior called “Inward/Outward” that sends a quote to my 

gmail address daily—a bit of wisdom to ponder as my day starts. This has 

become standard spiritual practice for me, along with several other 

readings, a photograph or two on which to reflect and meditate, a poem, 

and a daily audio meditation called Pray as You Go. (PAYG is available as a 

phone app, and I listen to it most days while driving up the mountain.) 

Calming, challenging, quieting, questioning—good stuff, calling me inward, 

insisting that I “listen to my life,” as Frederick Buechner (another of my 

wisdom voices) says. “See it for the fathomless mystery it is. In the boredom 

and pain of it, no less than in the excitement and gladness: touch, taste, 

smell your way to the holy and hidden heart of it, because in the last analysis 

all moments are key moments, and life itself is grace.” Inward/Outward and 

all these other things help me listen inwardly for life’s grace. 

 

This morning, I stumbled downstairs wondering… “ok where am I going to put 

writing an article for the June Proclaimer into this crazy, busy day?” 
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I opened my gmail to find “Inward/Outward”—with a quote by Elizabeth 

O’Connor entitled “What Must I Do?” from her book Call to Commitment: 

The temptation is to focus upon what is wrong “out there.” Often those 

who cling to the periphery of our life tell us what is wrong with the 

church. Usually we can add many things to their little lists because one 

must be one of the family to know all that is wrong. Perhaps a 

prophetic voice is needed, but if that voice has the power to heal, it 

will come, as of old, from within the community…. But often the need is 

not for a prophet; the need is for the person who can ask of God what 

he must do to be the one through whom new life breaks. 

“What in me blocks the coming of the Holy Spirit?” 

 

So many times I find myself looking for external causes, blaming on them 

what I think is wrong with the political scene, the culture, the church, my life, 

the universe! O’Connor reminds me that healing and wholeness—what the 

Bible describes as “salvation”—comes from within the community, from 

within me. 

 

“What in me blocks the coming of the Holy Spirit?” 
 

Providence, created in the imagination of the Holy Spirit, must continually ask 

this question, in order for the wind of the Spirit to blow freely. That means that 

each individual who is Providence must submit to that question as well. Days 

of transition provide, maybe even compel us, to ask deeper questions, to 

look inward for strength and conviction, to do the spiritual exercise that 

strengthens our core community, to face more fully into the journey inward 

that our core value of growth invites us to. 

 

There is an old saying, “Change is inevitable; growth is optional.” How will we 

grow together in this time of change? Where is the SpiritWind blowing us 

now? O’Connor invites us to be people who can “ask of God what we must 

do to be the ones through whom new life breaks.” 

 

What a hopeful place to stand! 
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SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES 
Every Sunday @ 9:00am 

Look for details in e-news & worship guide. 

 

FREE FOR ALL 
Every Tuesday @ 8:30am at The Green Room Café  

All are welcome as we discuss the upcoming Sunday’s scripture. 

See page 8 for weekly verse. 

 

MID-DAY PRAYER 
Every Tuesday @ 12:00pm at Providence House 

Join us once a week for a time of prayer, song, and reflection at Providence 

House from 12-12:20pm. All faiths welcome to rest and reconnect! 

 

GET REAL 2.0 
1st Wednesday of every month beginning at 5:30pm 
Join us for a POTLUCK followed by a Contemplative Prayer Service. 

Nursery and children’s activities provided. 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 
The Women’s group meets bi-monthly for a special presentation and lunch. 

If you would like to host a luncheon or have ideas for a guest speaker please 

contact Joyce Faye Myers at: myejfay@morrisbb.net or call 828-595-4347. 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 
Friday, June 10 @ 8:30am at The Blackberry Mountain Café 

The Men’s group meets the second Friday of each month. All ages welcome. 

 

D3 Dinner~Dream~Discern 
3rd Wednesday of every month beginning @ 5:30pm 
Join us for a catered DINNER followed by a time to gather, dream, and 

discern. Nursery and children’s activities provided. Donations welcome. 

mailto:myejfay@morrisbb.net
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Small Churches doing BIG THINGS. . . 
By Martha Perusek CBF Fellowship Magazine 

June/July Issue 2016 

 

“Small churches have to be creative,” explained Julie Merritt Lee, pastor of 

Providence Baptist Church, where members live out the church’s motto of 

being “created in the imagination of the Holy Spirit” through innovative 

ministries and ways to generate support. With this in mind, in 2016 the 

congregation achieved its goal of making missions 10% of the church’s 

budget. In addition, Providence annually collects a November offering for 

CBF and other ministries. 

The church always strives to involve children in missions as well. To provide 

funds for a new home for the pastor of Providence’s Cuban-partnership 

church, Gethsemane, Providence children collected an offering by pushing 

a toy washing machine through the aisles. This idea was born from the 

Cuban pastor’s commitment to wash the clothes of neighbors, since his 

home offered the only nearby source of water. Providence church members 

ultimately contributed the exact amount of support needed to buy the 

Cuban pastor a house. 

Along with a commitment to global missions, six years ago Providence 

started “Sunday Night Worship Meal,” where church members join in meals, 

table fellowship and worship with individuals living in the poorest areas of the 

Hendersonville NC community. The local grocery, Fresh Market, donates 

more than $1,500 weekly in bread, deli sandwiches, produce, and more. 

“When we made the commitment, the food and money came. You could 

feel the Holy Spirit every step of the way,” Pastor Julie said. Sunday Night 

Worship Meal has outgrown two locations and is now held in an outreach 

center in the downtown area. Serving about 70 guests each week, the 

project has evolved to be truly ecumenical, with guests participating in and 

leading worship. “It started with our dream of how to know our neighbors,” 

Pastor Julie said. “This is about more than providing food. It’s all about 

creating relationships. When you sit at the table with people different than 

you and get to know their stories over a meal, you learn to serve one 

another. It changes you.” 
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In Community. . .  
 

HCCU Vacation Bible School 
Joy in Jesus: Everywhere! All the time! 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

Mon-Thurs., June 27-30, 9:00am-Noon 

Register at: http://bit.ly/grace-vbs 
 

 

Sunday Night Worship Meal Soup Providers Needed 
Soup providers are dearly needed for Sunday's 4:00pm Worship Meal 

at The Joseph Center, 701 7th Ave. Our participant numbers continue 

to grow on Sunday afternoon.  The Fresh Market continues to donate 

large amounts of food, but each Sunday we generally do not have 

enough soup to make it through the meal time and are in great need 

of soup providers. We can provide ingredients and crock pots, please 

contact Bob Brown at:  brow3734@bellsouth.net / 828.595.1090 

 
 

IAM School Supply Drive June-Aug 
Supplies most needed: 3-ring binders, dividers, notebook paper, 
pocket folders, colored pencils, markers and crayons, pink erasers, 
highlighters, rulers, pens, pencils, mechanical pencils, pencil pouches 
& boxes, index cards, scissors, calculators, and backpacks suitable for 
high school students. See page 8 for more information. 

 

 

Holy Land Tour 2017 
Abraham’s Legacy Tour 

You are invited to journey on an Interfaith Tour of Israel and Palestine 

March 1-8, 2017. The tour is led by two guides (one Jewish, one Arab) 

and organized by Rabbi Philip Bentley. The deadline to register is 

September 15, 2016. For more information visit:  

https://www.mejditours.com/open-tour/abrahams-legacy-tour/ 

http://bit.ly/grace-vbs
mailto:brow3734@bellsouth.net
https://www.mejditours.com/open-tour/abrahams-legacy-tour/
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Fellowship & Serving. . .  
 

PBC Family Outing 
Asheville Tourists vs. Hagerstown 

Wednesday, June 8. First pitch is at 7:05pm. 

We have premium box seating almost directly behind home 

plate.  Adults are $12 per ticket; children age 12 and under, and 

seniors 65 and over, are $10 per ticket. Tickets must be reserved by 

June 5! Contact Phillip Allen at: 828.696.4990 / phillip@brencase.com 

 

Nursery Volunteers & Paid Workers Needed 
Stefani Wilmoth is our new coordinator. If you can help in the nursery, 

one Sunday a month or as a SUB, please contact Stefani at: 

828.708.3054 / sgwilmoth@gmail.com 

 

Gardeners & Landscapers Needed 
If you can help with maintaining the flower beds around Providence 

House and the church property. 

Contact Suzanne Hale (1) 828.202.5313 or John Rapp 828.693.5088 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Sun.,   June 12 @ 11:30am PBC Business Meeting & Luncheon 

Wed., June 15 @ 5:30pm D3 Dinner & Program 

Wed.,     July 6 @ 5:30pm Hymn Sing & Potluck at the Hales 

Sat.,      July 23 @ (TBA) 15th Anniversary Celebration Dinner 

Mon.,    July 25 @ 7:00pm Asheville Tourists vs. Greenville  

Sun.,      July 31 @ 10:30am 15th Anniversary Special Worship 

Wed.,     Aug 3 @ 5:30pm Potluck & Celtic Contemplative Service 

Wed.,     Sept 7 @ 5:30pm Hymn Sing & Potluck at the Hales 

 

mailto:phillip@brencase.com
mailto:sgwilmoth@gmail.com


 

Weekly Scripture 
*Free For All Verse 

 

June 5 
*I Kings 17:1-24 

Psalm 146 (8) 

Galatians 1:11-24 

Luke 7:1-10 

 

June 12 
1 Kings 21:1-10 [11-14] 15-21a 

Psalm 5:1-8 

Galatians 2:15-21 

*Luke 7:36--8:3 

 

June 19 
*1 Kings 19:1-4, 8-15a 

Psalm 42 

Galatians 3:23-29 

Luke 8:26-39 

 

June 26 
*2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 

Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

Luke 9:51-62 

 

July 3 
2 Kings 5:1-14 

Psalm 30 (2) 

Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16 

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

 

 

*Note: At the time of this printing, 

some Free For All Verses are yet 

to be determined. 

 

    June Birthdays 

  1 Erin Mann 

14 Merlin Merritt 

14 Winston Tate 

 16 Eliza Martin 

 17 David Workman 

 22 Linda Brandon 

 23 Allen Pace 

  

July 1 – Liam Martin 
 

 
 

IAM DONATIONS 
Pantry Focus: peanut butter & jelly, 
crackers, snack packs, cereal, 
powdered milk, spaghetti sauce. 

Clothing Closet: t-shirts, shorts, boys & 
men's athletic shoes, work boots. 
During the summer, there is a great 
need for children's clothing and 
children's shoes and socks in all sizes. 

Drop non-perishable donations in the 
bin near the main entrance to the 
church. 
   
ATTENTION GARDENERS! Donations of 
fresh fruits and vegetables are always 
welcome! Please bring your fresh 
produce to IAM Mon-Fri 9am-3pm  
Questions call the Pantry 828.697.7029 

 

Our Values 
Going to the Other 

Growth ~ Hospitality ~ Inclusiveness 

Simplicity ~ Worship 


